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Your Royal Highness, Your Excellencies, Distinguished guests, Ladies and Gentlemen 

 

 Thank you for your generous invitation to appear as a special guest speaker at the 11th 

World Congress of Consuls Conference.  The opportunity to stand among so many visionary and 

influential minds makes this an invitation that I shall long appreciate.   

 

 The theme of your organization “Bridging the World” represents a passion of mine and I 

am pleased to address and contribute to this important conference.  

 

 I am quite pleased that this conference is held in the Republic of Turkey, a country that I 

share with past, present and future.  My long-held respect for Turkey, a country that fosters its 

legacy through innovations and development in science, education, health and the arts, gives me 

hope that participants will be able to bridge the world through collaboration and partnership from 

which all humanity will benefit. 

 

 I am pleased to represent RASIT’s vision and work in this Conference. The 11th World 

Congress of Consuls Conference is very timely as we approach the end of a watershed year for 

development when major new global agendas are being agreed. 

 

 Last month, world leaders meeting at the United Nations in New York adopted the 2030 

Agenda for Sustainable Development. Its Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) set out global 

priorities for both people and planet. They tackle important human development and other 

challenges, and the means of creating a more peaceful, inclusive, and sustainable world. 

 

 This new agenda, following the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), should be seen 

in the context of five other global development-related processes: 

 the outcome of the Third UN World Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction in Sendai, 

Japan. If development isn't risk informed, it won't be sustainable development; 

 

 the Addis Ababa Action Agenda adopted at the Third International Conference on 

Financing for Development in July in Ethiopia. Money may not be everything, but it 
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does matter rather a lot in achieving development progress; 

 the new agreement on climate change expected to be reached at COP21 in Paris. 

Climate change has emerged as one of the major threats - some would say the major 

threat - to sustainable development; 

 

 the Quadrennial Comprehensive Policy Review for Development that will occur late 

next year and presented to the UN by the Committee on Development Policy; 

 the HABITAT III Conference that will deal with sustainable housing and urban 

development. 

 

But, finalizing global agendas is one thing; implementing them is another.  

 

 The focus of my speech at this Conference is on transformation - a key word for 

implementation of all the new global agendas. The sub-title of the 2030 Agenda is "Transforming 

our World". Indeed, fundamental transformations in the way the world lives, works, and does 

business are needed to: End poverty in all its forms everywhere; to achieve food security and 

improved nutrition and promote sustainable agriculture; to Ensure healthy lives and promote well-

being for all at all ages; to Ensure inclusive and quality education for all and promote lifelong 

learning; for building the low carbon, climate resilient, green and inclusive economies and 

societies of the future; and last but not least to Achieve gender equality and empower all women 

and girls. 

 

 The Agenda 2030 challenges us in three major points: 

- to transform for "people" and for "planet"; 

- to transform how we understand and how we strive for "prosperity"; 

- and to travel a road to transformation based on peace, stability, inclusion, and 

partnerships. 

 

However, Gender inequality, Youth and Environment remain major challenges, hindering the 

capacity of nations to unlock the full transformative contribution which women and youth can 

make to our world. 
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 Let me refer first to just some of the significant challenges our world faces which must be 

addressed in the implementation of the 2030 global development agenda.  

 

1. Poverty and inequality 

 

 Tremendous progress has been made on lifting people out of abject poverty in the last 

thirty years. Growth in emerging economies has been driving a process of convergence between 

what was traditionally regarded as a poor and developing ‘south’ and a rich and developed ‘north’ 

– although clearly very significant gaps still remain. 

 

 But despite these and other areas of progress on MDG targets, many inequalities have 

become starker: 

• eight per cent of the world’s population now earns fifty per cent of the world’s income; 

• the richest one per cent owns 48 per cent of the world’s assets; 

• countries in conflict or facing significant insecurity have been unable to reduce poverty 

because of the disruption they suffer to the course of human life and to their 

infrastructure and institutions.  

 

 Overall, inequalities have grown in the majority of the world’s countries, with very few 

exceptions. Wealth, opportunity, and ultimately power is increasingly concentrated in the hands of 

the few. High levels of inequality limit the political will to address poverty, and they tear at the 

very fabric of our societies. Political exclusion, and a lack of hope for young people, has 

contributed to the rise of sectarianism and violence. 

 

 Mahatma Gandhi said: “The world has enough for everyone's need, but not enough for 

everyone's greed.” 

 

 When he was Under-Secretary-General of the UN Dept. of Economic and Social Affairs, 

Jose Antonio Ocampo wanted the UN to have a major focus on inequality, but the UN was not 

ready for this. But now in 2015, it seems that this idea finally is receiving the attention it deserves. 

 

2. Conflict, insecurity, and shocks 
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 The seeming magnet in Daesh (ISIS) which is attracting young men and women from 

countries rich and poor threatens to destabilize parts of our world for years to come. Alas, Daesh is 

far from unique as an extremist group – just within the last week, Lebanon and France have 

experienced horrific massacres of innocent people.   

 

 In addition to terrorist attacks on civilians in Turkey, Iraq, Syria and other places; the 

killing of innocent Palestinians continues by Israeli troops.   

Whether born from greed, grievance, or ideology, conflict can dissolve human development in an 

instant. Conflict and protracted insecurity reverses decades of progress, stranding generations of 

young people without education and the opportunities for decent jobs and livelihoods. The impact 

on women and girls is typically abhorrent. 

 

 The preamble of the SDG Agenda notes that "there can be no sustainable development 

without peace, and no peace without sustainable development". 

We need to invest in a better understanding of the root causes of conflict and their complex 

economic, social, and political dynamics. We need to acknowledge the changing nature of fragility 

and crises. But today's wars and asymmetrical conflicts require new approaches and tools - and 

their precursors could be addressed much earlier. 

 

 SDG 16 breaks new ground in committing Member States to "promote peaceful and 

inclusive societies, provide access to justice for all, and build effective, accountable, and inclusive 

institutions at all levels". The inclusion of this Goal is recognition of the link between achieving 

sustainable development and peace. 

 

 If Goal 16 were universally achieved, the conflicts we see destroying lives and hopes and 

driving so many to take desperate and dangerous journeys to other lands could become a thing of 

the past.   

 There need to be greater efforts to address the drivers of conflict and instability. This could 

be through strengthening social cohesion, establishing the rule of law and the capacity for peaceful 

dispute resolution, and making governance more inclusive and effective.  

 

 The role of civil society will be important for the success of the SDGs. We need to support 
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free, vibrant, and safe civic spaces which enable civil society actors, including always women and 

youth, to contribute effectively to the building of more peaceful, just, and inclusive societies. 

 

3. Environment and Genetics in Medicine 

 

 As a geneticist, I would like to commend the World Congress of Consuls for considering 

this very important subject in their conference.  In fact, this is the first time in an international non-

medical conference the subject of genetics in medicine is stated.  Allow me to say it is the role of 

genetics in implementing SDG 3 to ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for all at all ages. 

 

 Over the last decade, the landscape of genomic medicine has been revolutionised by next 

generation sequencing technologies. In the past, genetic testing was limited to sequencing one 

gene at a time; however, next generation sequencing technologies permit the parallel sequencing 

of many or all genes. 

 

 While these new technologies have greatly enhanced the chances of diagnosis for rare 

conditions; are beginning to provide a real chance of personalised medicine; and, in time, are 

likely to improve our understanding and treatment of complex disease, they are also associated 

with a number of challenges.  These challenges include a much greater chance of identifying 

genomic variants, the significance of which can be uncertain; the identification of incidental 

findings; genomic privacy; and the storage and use of big data sets. 

 

 In this new genomic era, it is essential that healthcare professionals understand the power 

and all the challenges associated with the information generated by these new multiple parallel 

sequencing technologies, in order to make appropriate referrals and evidence-based management 

decisions. 

 

 The public is obsessed with DNA. Many doctors, too, are convinced that their profession 

will be transformed by modern biology. Geneticists, in contrast, are gaining a new realism 

regarding what their science may and may not achieve. Although their science will do remarkable 

things, genetics may be used more for diagnosis than for cure. And, far from taking medicine into 

an era of Mendelian clarity, the study of human inheritance may remain full of ambiguity. 
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 This puts genetics' profile into context and asks what effects it might have on medical 

practice in the next decade. In a field that moves so quickly, to make predictions is dangerous, but 

a look ahead suggests that the areas that will be most important are not those now most prominent.  

 

 Many expect too much from genetics because it seems to promise to answer questions that 

lie outside science altogether: issues of sex, identity, and fate that have occupied human beings 

since the Old Testament, the first genetics text of all. Genetics also overlaps with political 

controversies, abortion, cloning, and innate differences in behavior included. 

 

 Most people die of a genetic disease, but not many of them notice. However, the image of 

genetics was until recently that of a science of exceptions. Devastating though inherited illness 

might be, genetic disease was not high on most physicians' list of concerns. Genes were seen as 

responsible for severe inborn defects, but most were impossible to cure, so that those affected die 

young and relatively cheaply.  

 

 Now, genetics promises much more. Genes are, more and more, involved in common 

disease. That fact puts social issues into focus and, more and more, raises questions about where 

medical decision-making stops and society's values begin. The new genetics raises problems of 

confidentiality, of stigmatization, and of insurance, and demands a new examination of the whole 

balance of responsibility between individual, family, and community. 

 

 There have been great advances since the discovery of the structure of DNA, and the map 

of the complete human sequence is, in effect, here. Medicine has already assimilated much of the 

new information. Improved techniques for prenatal diagnosis have led to a decrease in the 

numbers of children born with particular illnesses. Reproductive technology, too, helps to ensure 

that only healthy children are brought into the world. 

 

 Genetics has also helped in treatment. Some diseases can be treated with a missing-gene 

product––sometimes, as with hemophilia, with a protein made by genetically engineered animals. 

New tests permit early identification and treatment.  

  

 
 

 

Global Postal Address: PO Box 1557 Rutherford NJ 07070, USA; Global Voicemail: +1-917-503-3868 
E-Mail: admin@rasit.org ; Website: www.rasit.org 

mailto:admin@rasit.org


 8  

 

 Most such advances, as elsewhere in high-tech medicine, apply to only a few people. Their 

costs and benefits can be assessed in the same way as those of organ transplants. The main 

promise––and threat––of genetics comes from its potential to escape from the exceptional: to help 

diagnose and perhaps treat common ailments. 

 

 Our enemies come from outside: from microbes, violence, and starvation, and now we face 

the enemy within. More and more people are killed by our inborn weaknesses, which play a part in  

cancer, among other illnesses.  

 

 As the International community is working hard to implement the 17 goals of the 

Sustainable Development Goals, an imperative question in on the mind of all; how can we achieve 

the SDGs in countries that have been bombarded by depleted uranium (DU) weapons??. 

Even though the United Nations sub-commission on Human Rights declared that Depleted 

Uranium is an illegal weapon, media reports clearly indicates that since 1991 DU weapons are still 

being deployed in military operations and here are some examples: 

 In 1991: The US Military deployed hundreds of tons of DU weapons on Iraq during the forty-

day military campaign, Operation Desert Storm. Much of its use was concentrated in the south 

of Iraq, Kuwait and Saudi Arabia. Doug Rokke, the former head of the United States 

Pentagon’s Depleted Uranium Project, described Operation Desert Storm as “the most toxic 

war known to man.” 

 In 1999: DU weapons were used during the 1999 NATO bombing of Kosovo and 

Yugoslavia. 

 In 2001: At least 1000 Tons of DU weapons were used in the invasion and occupation 

of Afghanistan. 

 In 2003: Approximately 2400 Tons of DU weapons used in the invasion and 

occupation of Iraq. 

 In 2006: Israel also allegedly used DU weaponry in its war with Lebanon. 

 In 2008 /09: Israel also allegedly used DU weaponry in Operation Cast Lead in Gaza. 

 No data available whether DU is used on Syria, Libya, etc.  

 

 Dr. Lauren Moret, a Geological Scientists specialized in radiation issues and who was a 

staff scientist at two nuclear weapons laboratories in the United States, clearly revealed that “DU 

half-life is 4.5 Billion Years, which means that the Middle East, Central Asia, and Yugoslavia, are 
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contaminated forever”. 

 

 As DU disintegrates under the high heat of explosions, it turns into particles form, uranium 

oxide, which lingers in the vicinity. These particles are water insoluble and their size can be about 

one-hundred times smaller than a white blood cell. Such particles contaminate water, soil and enter 

into the food chain. The particles are so small that they can be blown by wind for tens of 

kilometers. The uranium aerosol enters the body through ingestion or inhalation, or through 

coming in contact with an open wound.  

 

 The toxicity of DU does not come only from its capacity to kill life, but also its ability to 

create an array of pathologies and afflictions. In the lungs, the radioactive uranium dust has a bio-

toxic life span of close to one year. It can cause many acute symptoms due to its immediate 

chemical toxicity, which irritates and destroys lung tissue. As it makes its way to the blood stream, 

the uranium oxides bind with organic compounds to form chemical and organic complexes that 

deposit in the bones, lymphatic system, liver, and kidneys. DU’s radioactive toxicity, more than its 

chemical toxicity, affects the development of different kinds of malignancies and genetic 

mutations. Still, the chemical and irradiation toxicity happen simultaneously to produce a series of 

acute, chronic, and deadly ailments. 

 

 In my home country Iraq, which has been the subject of a large-scale toxic warfare 

experiment for more than two decades, the effects of this toxic and biological experiment go 

beyond body counts and the epidemiological evidence of illnesses. They also go beyond the 

environmental contamination caused by DU-laden weapons. Toxicity has penetrated the quotidian 

realities of life in Iraq.  It is what Iraqis have to endure and negotiate every day in the face of 

physical, political, social, and environmental degradation. An American Chemist Chris Busby, 

said that Iraq health crisis represented "the highest rate of genetic damage in any population ever 

studied". Busby further indicated that the spread of new diseases indicative of genetic damage - 

similar to, but of far greater incidence than Hiroshima. 

We are indeed in a new Genomic Era!! 

 

 The 2030 Agenda puts people at the center of sustainable development - as its ultimate 

beneficiaries. But the Agenda is clear that people's well-being can only be secured if the planet on 
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which we all depend is itself healthy. 

 Agenda 2030 commits all UN Member States to reversing existing patterns of 

environmental degradation, including by taking urgent action on climate change. 

 

 Sometimes our dependence on our planet's ecosystems is oversimplified. It is not only 

those living directly off the land or from forests who are dependent on the health of ecosystems, 

critical as their needs are - we all are dependent on ecosystem health. Ecosystem damage not only 

causes loss of biodiversity - important as that is. It has huge consequences for human security, 

wellbeing, and economies. The poorest and most vulnerable are affected the most by 

environmental degradation, but in the end, we all are. 

 

 The current world population of 7.3 billion is expected to reach 9.7 billion in the next 35 

years. Unless we change how we govern and use the world's resources, we will further threaten the 

health of the planet which gives us food, nutrition, clean air and water. 

 

 Climate change in itself is one of the greatest challenges of our time. Its impacts are 

already being felt around the world. To preserve development gains, we must ensure that 

adaptation to what has already happened is a priority, alongside mitigation to avert the worst 

happening and ensure a more stable climate. This matters enormously to developing countries on 

the frontlines of climate change.  

 

 Climate leadership and action is needed from all governments. Governments can ensure, 

for example, that their policy and regulatory settings create environments which attract investment 

into renewable energy and other areas of mitigation. These kinds of investments have potential to 

create new jobs, support economic growth, and diversify energy sources. Climate change COP 21 

in Paris follows closely on from the adoption of the 2030 Agenda. Let us hope that the good will 

from the successful multilateral process on the SDGs can flow into reaching an ambitious global 

agreement on climate change, both on mitigation and adaptation. 

 

 As I mentioned earlier, Agenda 2030 commits all UN Member States to reversing existing 

patterns of environmental degradation. 

 

 As a scientist and doctor, dealing with facts, allow me to ask some questions:  
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 As long as many developed countries of the NATO and Israel still using depleted 

Uranium and other chemicals in their wars 

 As long as war rather than peace became a solution for many governments 

 As long as there is terrorism 

 How UN Member States will reverse existing patterns of environmental degradation as 

a result of using depleted uranium and other harmful chemicals, the high rate of genetic 

damage in living organisms including animals, human being, plants, in addition to 

contaminated water and soil? 

 Is the land of Iraq, Syria, Lebanon, Palestine and other countries affected by war the 

same? 

 

 From all the above, as a geneticist I believe that the future of genetics needs to emerge 

beyond the field of medicine. 

 

However, for the Future of genetics in medicine:  

  

 Genetics will, perhaps, alter the medical landscape; however, a new realism is making 

itself felt within the field, and many geneticists now fear that such successes are farther away than 

they once appeared. Genes are certainly important in common illnesses, but patterns of inheritance 

are much less straightforward than they at first seemed. Because of this, genetics is likely to 

remain where it is today, within the ambit of preventive medicine. Enchanted with possibility, the 

public and policymakers lack a sense of what is feasible, and geneticists are (or ought to be) 

alarmed by the widespread tendency to hope for more than is justified and to enter into premature 

trials of therapies that seem almost doomed to failure. 

 

4. Youth: 

 

 The majority of world citizens are under the age of thirty. That fully justifies the choice of 

the Turkish Government of this year’s G20 theme: “Empowering Youth”. And one cannot fail to 

be impressed by the major focus of the Turkish Government on developing youth potential 

through its programs and achievements.  

 

 I especially hope that the G20 leaders managed to put a Youth Index as an innovative tool 
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that can support governments in designing effective youth policy. A policy in which the leaders 

will be committed unequivocally to investing in young people and placing them at the center of 

sustainable and inclusive development, thus harnessing their creativity, leadership, and social 

capital towards the progress and resilience of their countries and a more prosperous and 

democratic world. 

 

 With youth comes energy, vibrancy, and optimism – if there is a supportive environment 

and opportunity. That lays the ground for major positive contributions and a demographic dividend 

from the largest youth population the world has ever known. Yet a failure to invest in opportunity 

for youth can quickly lead to the opposite –to alienation and to energy turned in destructive rather 

than constructive directions. That is a future we invite at our peril. 

 

 So, what kind of future is currently on offer for today’s children and young people? And 

most importantly, how we can benefit from youth energy, vision, and intelligence to achieve 

sustainable development? 

 

 I would like to share with you a personal thought and experience on the role of youth in 

development. 

 

 Twenty years ago, particularly on the 16th of November 1995, I was invited to give a 

speech at the celebration of the 50th anniversary of UNESCO, which was held in London, the 

place were UNESCO was founded.  In my speech I said:  

 The Western Eastern and Northern Southern Dialogue cannot remain restricted to one 

domain, but should be extended to broader vistas.  The Dialogue has to move to Science Education 

Culture and Arts. Thus International Peace & Tolerance will be implemented only through 

creating different aspects of collaboration between individuals and organizations that indeed will 

help in narrowing the gap between developed and the developing countries. 

 

 I worked closely with the UNESCO on the establishment of Culture for Peace program, 

which aims to introduce different cultures to different societies with a hope to create a kind of 

knowledge, appreciation, and respect of each other’s cultures and civilization, and to preserve, 

promote, and understand cultural diversity.   
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 Unfortunately, even though I am a Royal Princess, my vision as a youth at that time, was 

not taken into consideration by the International Community, and the Culture for Peace has been 

changed into Culture of Peace, with aims mainly on political dialogue between religions and 

civilizations.  The international community did not consider that Peace has no Culture, however 

Culture can serve peace, that’s why it should not be Culture of Peace but rather Culture for Peace. 

In the past, the UNESCO budget had a line item for a staff member for the Culture of Peace 

Programme, but there was no funding for the program. These types of discrepancies need to be 

dealt with. The old phrase “Let a thousand flowers bloom” but let 999 die for lack of water, is true 

here. 

 

 Indeed, I was upset at that time, but my determination to continue did not stop: and thanks 

to my parents and brothers who gave me all the support, and also to RASIT’s Executive Board at 

that time which gave me the backing to continue in fighting for the youth role in development.  

 

 In partnership with UNESCO, RASIT organized the First international Youth Conference 

held in Tunisia in 1998 and its theme was: University Students Think the Unthinkable.  350 

university students representing 89 countries discussed with 50 professionals the Science 

Technology Medicine, Economy, and Arts Higher Education in the World and drew their own 

recommendations and possible solution to help improving the current system and narrow the gap 

between developed and developing countries.  The generated recommendations were signed by all 

students and sent to policy makers worldwide and international organizations for implementation.  

UNESCO used the generated recommendations in organizing its three world conferences and other 

programs.   

 

 Investing in youth as future leaders in their own fields is at the heart of RASIT Foundation. 

RASIT’s Founder President HRH Prince Mohammad bin King Faisal (I) El-Hashemite invested 

his money, knowledge, and power in educating more than 21 thousand students from 

underprivileged families. Not only that, but further he created intergenerational dialogue that aims 

to improve the understanding of young people’s sense of what the future holds for them. An 

innovative approach is designed specifically to open dialogue across traditional disciplinary and 

age boundaries and to bridge the gap between the agendas and preoccupations of academics, 

senior professionals, private sector and policy-makers and those of young people. 
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 The Generations in Dialogue allow Youth to learn from the experience of older people, 

while the older generations can profit from the Youth’s knowledge and skills, as well as from their 

energy and dynamic force. 

 

 One of the priorities of RASIT is Youth Empowerment.  The integration of Youth into 

society, among other avenues that can be taken, can be achieved by encouraging intergenerational 

dialogue on: Education, Employment, Rights, Health, and Entrepreneurship. Further, by inviting 

them into conferences to learn, gain experience and knowledge, and to be given the chance to be 

heard. 

 

 Today, in the 11th conference of the World Congress of Consuls, the integration of Youth 

into society is realized.  I would like to take this opportunity to express my sincere thanks to H.E. 

Mr. Aykut Eken and the organizing committee for accepting my request in hosting the Youth in 

this conference, despite all safety and practical issues.  Your Excellency Mr. Eken: You give a 

great example for others on how we can integrate youth in conferences and empower them to 

ensure sustainability of development.  

 

Youth and young adults has promoted change and embraced innovative values by being the 

initiators of social movements that have given rise to cultural and social transformations 

throughout history.  

 

 The main constraints young people face in taking action include doubts about how and 

where to begin, limited confidence in their ability to make a difference, inadequate monetary 

resources, competing demands on their time, insufficient encouragement from peers, and a lack of 

political and community support. 

 

 For young people to be successful in driving change they require a role model and a strong 

support system that includes parents, teachers, community, the Government, the private sector, the 

media, and civil society. Existing infrastructure and social systems are not always supportive of 

positive change. Many systemic barriers do exist that effectively preclude meaningful civic 

engagement among youth. 
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 Although youth involvement is widespread and the value of youth participation is 

internationally acknowledged, the idea that giving Youth a role in society can lead to better policy 

outcomes is far from being accepted. The rights and decision-making capacities of young people 

often remain unrecognized, and their potential as a valuable resource, is seldom realized. 

 

 Generally, even in countries that acknowledge the need to provide young people with 

opportunities to participate in the policy-making process, youth involvement tends to be highly 

restricted; the views of young people are sought, but they are not allowed to influence decision-

making and therefore remain on the fringes of democratic processes. Such restrictions can weaken 

the potential of young people as agents of social change.  

Unfortunately, young people are nowhere near achieving this level of empowerment.   

Frustrated youth have three options: Freeze and accept their conditions, Fight the status, or take 

Flight and leave their countries. 

 

 The predominant tendency seems to be waiting for education, housing, marriage, 

employment, and credit. But if youth are in waiting mode, what is it that they do? What drives 

their energy? And what other social and political challenges do they face?   

 

Youth need role models, aspirations, dreams, and hopes.  They need to be heard. They need to be 

recognized for their achievements.   

 

Allow me to give an example: 

 The whole world is recognizing Malala.  Whether Malala is the Future Benazir Bhutto or 

not, there are thousands of Malala’s around the world that should be recognized internationally: 

the youth of Palestine who are suffering from the Israeli occupation, the Syrian, Iraqi, Yemeni, 

Sudanese, Romanian, Turkish, Indian, etc.. They are doing greater work than Malala, but with no 

recognition or promoting them. I will remind you with Huda’s story, the Palestinian girl from 

Gaza.  In 2006 the Israeli soldiers killed her parents and brothers in cold blood.  Huda said: “These 

Israeli soldiers are so cowardly, they gain their strength from the weapons and the bullets they fire 

on us.  I will continue my education and I will get all my rights as a human being by teaching them 

the meaning of Peace and Tolerance”.  Huda, who was at that time 10 years old, talked about 
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education and peace. Does not she deserve the International Recognition and a Fund in her name! 

Another great example are the Bahcehsir University students and their great work in Antakya in 

helping Syrian refugees’ in schools.  Do not they deserve an International Recognition!! 

 

 To achieve a real sustainability in development: Education, health, agriculture, 

environment, science, and equality, we really need to involve youth and integrate them into all 

programs. 

 

 The questions I would like to raise here are: How could the current global approach  be 

improved through commitment to a transformational, 2030 sustainable development agenda 

consistent with the vision and values of each country? What role can science and innovation play 

in driving development? 

 

This year marks important milestones on several landmark: 

The 70th Anniversary of the United Nations and the UNESCO 

On global agendas are gender equality and women’s health:  

the twentieth anniversary of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action,  

and the fifteenth anniversary of Security Council Resolution 1325 on Women, Peace, and 

Security.  

 

Allow me to say the Third landmark is the Inaugural World Women’s Health and Development 

Forum, held this last February at UN Headquarters.  

 

As Dr. Amir Dossal, the Founder Chairman of the Global Partnerships Forum, said: “The World 

Women’s Health and Development Forum brought together an amazing group of global policy 

makers and practitioners and inspired the International Community to make a difference for 

humanity”.   

 

I am quite pleased that most of the distinguished guests and speakers at the Inaugural Forum, 

whether at ministerial, intergovernmental organizations, diplomatic, academic or professional 

levels, were Women in Science.   
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The Outcome Declaration of the Inaugural World Women’s Health and Development Forum, 

which the participants contributed to and approved by acclamation, reflects an ambitious global 

action agenda and as a Road Map for women’s health and development. Yet there are key issues 

outlined in the declaration that are missing in the agreed text on the “Agenda 2030.”   

 

As the world and its economies become increasingly globalized, it is necessary to think about 

health in a global context. While there are talks about sustainable development for women’s 

health, little is mentioned about women’s health and development for sustainable development. In 

Women’s Health, other than reproductive medicine, the subject of women’s health has not been 

presented or discussed as fully as possible around the world. As a result, there is insufficient 

knowledge within academia as well as at healthcare, public- and policy-maker levels on sex- (i.e. 

biological) and gender- (i.e. socioeconomic) based disparities, climate change and changing 

patterns of diseases, and increased conflicts and migration in the prevalence, progression and 

outcome of numerous diseases and conditions, including non-communicable diseases and mental 

illnesses. This insufficient knowledge not only affects women but also men and the whole of 

society. 

 

Despite the progress made in women’s health in the last decade, for millions of women and girls 

throughout the world, the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of 

physical and mental health, including access to medicines, vaccines, commodities, equipment, 

other supplies, comprehensive primary healthcare services, health promotion and disease 

prevention still remains a distant goal.  In many instances, especially for those living in poverty 

and populations in vulnerable or marginalized situations, this goal is becoming increasingly 

remote. 

 

 Based on the World Health Organization Reports: Many communicable and non-

communicable diseases are more severe in women than in men, and death rates from such diseases 

are higher in women than in men.  If the International Community is still considering women’s 

health is only within the patterns of sexual and reproductive health, and not focusing on the sex- 

difference in health and illness, then we have the reason why most of the medications available in 

the market for decades are not suitable for treating women!  
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 Thus, there is an urgent need to promote new thinking on the mechanisms that support 

innovation in women’s health programs. Further, it is essential to recognize the importance and 

need of science and technology for development and the critical role of science, technology and 

innovation in addressing global challenges and in realizing sustainable development to enhance 

health, and reduce the burdens of illness and disability. 

 

 The 2030 Agenda puts people at the center of sustainable development - as its ultimate 

beneficiaries. 

 

It is essential and necessary to focus on the role of women in economy, humanitarian outreach, 

health, and global strategies. 

 

 Enabling us to discuss the many existing problems, issues facing women and societies 

today, and then to determine the indispensable solutions, actions, policies and programs to 

overcome these problems and issues, we need to recognize the role of Women in Science in the 

sustainable development process.  Such recognition should be through acknowledging the 

accomplishments and the achievements of Women in Science.   

 

 This year, we at the Royal Academy of Science International Trust celebrate the 15th 

anniversary of the Women in Science International Award, The First International Award to 

acknowledge and recognize Women Innovation, Excellence, Intelligence, and Success, and to 

honor women as Leaders. 

  

 The participants clearly indicated in the Inaugural World Women’s Health and 

Development Forum Declaration, the need to ensure sustainability of development for women 

and all humankind, to achieve equality and full participation for Women in Science in decision 

making and sustainable development programs, and to build political, international and scientific 

support for the improvement of Women in Science education, employment/right livelihoods and 

provision of services such as nursery at work.   

 

 It is not acceptable that in many countries including USA and UK, women in science 

are paid less than their male colleagues; 
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 It is not acceptable that girls do not have the equal quality of science education in many 

regions around the world; 

 

 It is not acceptable that women in science are not well represented in policy-making 

process including in Intergovernmental Organizations. 

 

This is not the future we want! 

 

 In terms of women and girls in science, it is valuable to note that a thorough search through 

google reveals that women have literally played a role with men through 4,000 years of recorded 

history in terms of science. 

 

En’HeduAnna is reported to be the second name after Imhotep, the architect of the first pyramid, 

who worked in a technical capacity. She not only was a scientist but also was a poet. A modern 

woman of 4000 BC who exercised multiple facets of her personality in pursuing a vibrant and 

creative life and who made a lasting contribution down through the ages. 

It has been stated that one of her poems illustrated what she may have been doing: 

The true woman who possesses exceeding wisdom 

She consults a tablet of lapis lazuli 

She gives advice to all lands 

She measures the heavens 

She places measuring cords on the earth. 

 

There will always be giants among us who initially paved the way for those of us who come later.  

 

Nonetheless, even though the accomplishments of women rank with those of their male 

counterparts, only 46 women have won Nobel Prizes, and if one eliminates those who have won 

for literature and who have been Nobel Peace Prize Laureates, the actual number is barely 25. 

 

 There have been many women scientists in all fields, and many have worked during 

humanitarian emergencies or made contributions in the field of nursing, such as Florence 
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nightingale. Botanists, physicists, mathematicians, economists, very often relegated to footnotes in 

history. 

 

 For more than 17 years, we at RASIT are working closely with the United Nations system, 

as well as with other Intergovernmental Organizations, Governments, and Civil Society and 

advocating on the need to ensure equality and full participation for Women in Science in decision 

making and sustainable development programs; and access to comprehensive, high-quality 

education, equal employment opportunities and promotion, with a clear consideration for the 

different needs of different societies and cultures. 

 

 The Synthesis Report of the UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon on the Post-2015 

Agenda, “The Road to Dignity by 2030”, issued on 4 December 2014, devoted section 4.2 to 

“Science, Technology and Innovation for a Sustainable Future”.   

 

 The Secretary General Ban Ki-moon stated in the Synthesis Report that “we have a long 

way to go to reach the necessary level of participation of women and girls in science, technology 

(including ICTs), engineering and mathematics for the world in the 21st century.” 

 

 In my opinion, the SDGs to a great degree need a strong science base, and this cannot be 

achieved at any level unless girls and women have an incentive, such as recognition and the 

example of role models, to have in front of them. 

 

 At the beginning of my speech I indicated that this year marks important milestones on 

several landmark, global agendas on gender equality and women’s health.  One of these landmarks 

is implementing one of the points of the Inaugural World Women’s Health and Development 

Forum Declaration.  RASIT worked internally and in consultation with interested  high-level UN 

offices to prepare a draft resolution to proclaim February 11th an International Day of Women in 

Science.  In close collaboration and partnership with the Government of Malta, the draft resolution 

has been tabled in the Second Committee at UN Headquarters.  The Resolution has been discussed 

in 7 informal consultations.  The resolution will be scheduled for Voting by Member States very 

soon. The only delay is in a contact group of Member State delegates which is developing 

“horizontal language” that will be the formulaic reference for the next 15 years to the entire 2030 
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development agenda. The vote will be webcasted live on UN TV.  I hope you will join me and 

watch it to witness with me and other colleagues at RASIT and in Malta a victory for women in 

science.  

 

 Inclusion of an International Day of Women and Girls in Science annually on 11  February 

during the annual session of the Commission on Social Development would bring the issue of 

advanced education in all scientific fields to wide public attention and help to popularize many of 

the SDGs in the mind of the greater public. 

 

 An International Day for Women and Girls in Science would add prestige to the scientific 

achievements within the UN system, in national contexts, in universities and non-governmental 

organizations, and the private sector.  Women in Science talents, perspectives, work methods and 

skills could be recognized worldwide on such a day for wide impact. Promotion of education for 

women in science and for their entry into scientific careers will also serve to build inclusive 

institutional climates within all countries, and allow policies and procedures to be crafted for 

gender equality, leadership training, and mentoring. 

 

Commemoration of such a day could also assist in: 

 the cultural transformation from women’s consignment to a separate and lesser sphere 

than male counterparts to an inclusive and collegial climate that encourages women to 

add their talents to implementation of Agenda 2030; 

 encouraging women to advance into senior and leadership positions; 

 engaging on an annual basis women who are scientists with a broader public will help 

publicize jobs in the science and high-tech sector that need to be filled, jobs that are 

traditionally male-oriented; 

 the full potential of every person being realized when science belongs to all citizens, 

male or female, rich or poor; and 

 ensuring that girls will see women role models in order to find the encouragement to 

enter into courses of study that will enable them to become scientists. Girls aspiring to 

become professionals in the scientific arena are in especial need of encouragement, 

nurturing, and a gender- sensitive and inclusive environment. 

 

This is the future we want. 
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RASIT will, with partners, be preparing for consideration in the UN system, a description of what 

the commemoration on 11 February will actually look like. STAY TUNED TO OUR WEBSITE 

FOR THE EXCITING DETAILS! 

 

 As a woman in science, allow me to commend RASIT’s principles of excellence, integrity, 

teamwork, leadership as well as commitment and dedicated efforts to help empowering women in 

science.  For more than 47 years, RASIT is at the heart of Science Education Economy Arts & 

Development with an infinitive vision into the future, and will continue this tradition of 

measureless services for the benefit of mankind. 

 

 Also, I would like to express my sincere thanks to the Government of Malta, for their great 

work and to its Permanent Mission in New York for its unflinching support of this entire process. 

Indeed, this endeavor truly is one of global partnership, that elusive SDG 17. 

Agenda 2030 will be marked by true partnerships that will bloom in abundance. 

 

The difference between partnership initiates out of Rio 1992, Johannesburg 2002 and a variety of 

other significant summits and international meetings is that the "I" mentality rather than the WE 

mentality has prevailed. 

 

Now there is a genuine spirit of working together, through obstacles, to produce success routed in 

the fertile earth of multilateralism. 

 

The great Japanese writer and feminist, Raicho Hiratsuka, once famously wrote: “In the beginning, 

woman was truly the sun. An authentic person”. 

 

Today more than ever, the global strategy for health, education, economy, development, and 

humanitarian outreach needs precisely this kind of radiant sun—to provide light and nourishment. 

To provide healing. To dry out the swamps of poverty and unrest. 

 

So I urge everyone — all women and men of goodwill — to dare the difference and support 

women in science. I promise you this: you will not be disappointed. For when women in science 

shine like the sun, their radiance will be forever undimmed. 
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I would hope through the Agenda 2030 that was adopted by Heads of State and Government last 

month at UN Headquarters, a new global partnership among people in every walk of life will 

elevate the contributions of women in science, past, present and future. I also very much hope that 

the next G20 to be held in China the theme will be “Women in Science for Sustainable 

Development”. 

 

By working together in a cooperative, innovative and constructive way, we can leave behind us the 

many tragedies we see unfold around the world. By this we can help build a life of opportunity and 

dignity for all. 

 

I thank you for your attention and wish you a successful meeting.  
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