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Making Muslim Babies: IVF and Gamete Donation in Sunni Versus Shi’a Islam
Marcia C. Inhorn

Globalization and Gametes: Reproductive Tourism, Islamic Bioethics, and Middle
Eastern Modernity
Marcia C. Inhorn

Third-party reproductive assistance around the Mediterranean: comparing Sunni
Egypt, Catholic Italy and multisectarian Lebanon
Marcia C Inhorn a,*, Pasquale Patrizio a, Gamal | Serour b

saniall LY S 8 Yale daala (e (o se) L e 3 53l 530LY1 43,85 30 JWall s 55V
L 2010 4 (1 21 22 Reproductive BioMedicine iss b 4 V!
ul A s )

"W “Some clinicians interviewed for this study retain significant moral and
| medical ambivalence toward the way donation is being practiced in Leba-
non. First, there is no local treatment registry of any sort; thus, there are
no reliable statistics on the numbers of treatment cycles with and without
donation. Second, there is no reliable regulatory system in the country.
As a result, third-party reproductive assistance is being carried out behind
closed doors, in the unregulated, sometimes secretive, environment of private clinics
(Inhorn, 2004). As a result of this lack of regulatory oversight, practices that would never
occur in Euro-American settings do, in fact, take place in Lebanon. For example, fresh
Sperm samples are used in sperm donation, without any kind of mandatory screening for
HIV virus, hepatitis virus and other sexually transmitted infections. Similarly, no manda-
tory genetic testing is performed with either donors or recipients. Hence, serious genetic
diseases, such as cystic fibrosis, may be perpetuated within the Lebanese population.

Furthermore, forms of donation that have been ethically banned in the USA and parts of
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Europe have been practiced in Lebanon. One such form is ooplasm donation, where the
cytoplasm of a younger woman’s oocytes is injected into an older woman’s oocytes to im-
prove their quality. Finally, there is grave potential for exploitation within the Lebanese
industry. For example, poor refugees or maids from Africa, Southeast Asia or war-torn
parts of the Middle East may be coerced into serving as egg donors and gestational sur-
rogates because of the lure of payment. According to some Lebanese physicians — both
Muslim and Christian — these types of practices should not be occurring in the country
because they jeopardize the reproductive rights of women as well as maternal and child
health.”
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discussing for first time the social, legal, and ethical dimensions of third-party
assisted reproduction in Lebanon & _Arab Countries

Working for a World Free of Infertility!

Reality « Fiction !
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Addressed by Professional Specialists in Science eI Law

Bristol Hotel — Beirut S — ol G
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